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The Golden Age  

of  

Remote Sensing 



ÅNational Land Imaging Program (NLIP)- Landsat 

ÅNational Agricultural Imagery Program (NAIP) 

ÅCivil Applications Committee (CAC) 

ÅInternational Charter-Ψ{ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ aŀƧƻǊ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎέ 

ÅUnmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 

ÅCommercial Data  

ÅSPOT, 

ÅGeoEye, 

ÅDigital Globe,  

ÅRadar 

 

Wealth of Information 



Landsat Continuity: 

Landsat 8 
Landsat 7 

Enhanced Thematic Mapper 
Plus (ETM+) 30/15 meter 

Landsat 4 - 5 
Multi -Spectral Scanner (MSS) 79 meter 

Thematic Mapper (TM) 30 meter 

Optical Observatories of the Earth 
Landsat 1 - 3 

Multi -Spectral Scanner (MSS) 79 meter 
Return Beam Vidicon (RBV) 80/40  meter 



  

 NATIONAL AGRICULTURE  
IMAGERY PROGRAM  

 
  

  
  
 
 

2003-2011 Imagery Available 

 

1-2 Meter Resolution Imagery 

 

Spectral Bands- 

- natural color (Red, Green and Blue) 

- RGB and Near Infrared  

 

Formats- 

- digital ortho quarter quad tiles or  

- compressed county mosaics   

 

Acquisition target- growing seasons 

across the continental U.S.  

 

Goal is to make imagery available to 

governmental agencies and the public 

within a year of acquisition.  
http://www.apfo.usda.gov 

http://www.apfo.usda.gov/


Rapid Data Distribution System 

Access and download of seamless raster data  

Access restricted  to emergency response community  

Displays both vector and raster datasets  

Dynamic layers representing current hazards events (wildfires, earthquakes, etc.) 

Redirected to the authoritative sources  
 

Viewable Incident Layers   Downloadable Raster        

Earthquakes (> 4 magnitude) 

Active Volcanoes 

Active Fires 

Active Fire Perimeters 

Hurricanes 

Stream Floods 

Thermal MODIS 

Remote Automated Weather Stations 
 

Viewable Base Map 
 ESRI World Imagery 
ESRI World Street Map 
U.S. Federal Lands 
24K Index Grid 
100K Index Grid 

Ortho Imagery- NAIP 
Digital Raster Graphics 
(24K topos) 
BLM Land Status 100K 
Shaded Relief 
Digital Elevation Models 
Terrestrial Ecosystems 

http://firedata.cr.usgs.gov       or       http://rmgsc.cr.usgs.gov/rdds   

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/
http://rmgsc.cr.usgs.gov/outgoing/Geomac
http://rmgsc.cr.usgs.gov/outgoing/Geomac
http://rmgsc.cr.usgs.gov/outgoing/Geomac
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?m=flood,map&r=us&w=real,map
http://activefiremaps.fs.fed.us/gisdata.php
http://raws.wrh.noaa.gov/
http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=10df2279f9684e4a9f6a7f08febac2a9
http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=3b93337983e9436f8db950e38a8629af


Civil Applications Committee (CAC) 

The CAC has Served the Civil Community for More than 35 Years 

1966 Study Conducted by Presidentôs Special Assistant for Science and 

 Technology 

1967 Steering Committee Formed by NASA, USDA, USGS, DOC 

1973 Steering Committee Dissolved 

1975 Rockefeller Commission Report Released 

 Presidential Order Issued Directing Implementation of Rockefeller 

 Commission Recommendations 

 White House Memorandum Orders Secretary of the Interior to Form CAC 

 ï CAC Chartered by DCI, OMB, NSC 

1976 First CAC Meeting Held 

2000 Revised Charter Signed by DCI, OMB, NSC, DOI 

2005 CAC Blue Ribbon Study 

2010 Congressional line item funding for CAC 

   



The International Charter 
Ψ{ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ aŀƧƻǊ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΩ 

 

www.disasterscharter.org  

An International agreement among Space Agencies to 
support with space-based data and information relief 
efforts in the event of emergencies caused by major 
disasters. 
ÅDisaster response 
ÅMulti -satellite data acquisition planning 
ÅFast data turn-around ς priority acquisition 

ÅArchive retrievals and spacecraft tasking 
ÅData processing at pre-determined level 
ÅSpace Agency contribution in image/data 
ÅSpace Agency initiative for value-added-data fusion 


